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What is CEQA?

* CEQA = California Environmental Equality Act

* CEQA is a California statute (law).
» Applies to state and local agency projects
e Requires agencies to identify:

» Significant environmental impacts due to projects
» Feasible methods to avoid or reduce those impacts



* EIR = Environmental Impact Report

e An informational document

e A summary of key information for decision-makers

* An EIR identifies and evaluates:
e Significant environmental impacts of a project
e Whether the impacts can be avoided or reduced

e Alternatives to the project that should be considered



Environmental Review Process

Spring 2008 - winter 2010 Spring - Spring - Fall 2012
Fall 2010 Fall 2011 Summer 2012
Inform Scope Evaluate @ Respond Consider
« Community « Release * Prepareand * Respond to « Final EIR
Information NOP/IS circulate comments  Consider EIR
Meetings - Scoping Draft EIR » Prepare Final certification
period * Public EIR - Consider
hearings project

approval




Notice of Preparation

* Notice of Preparation/Initial Study (NOP/IS)

e Formal start of the EIR preparation process
e NOP will include:

» Initial description of proposed project

« Initial list of potential environmental effects for
consideration

Release NOP:
November 15, 2010
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Scoping Process

* The scoping process defines the issues to be
evaluated in the EIR

* Public/agency input requested:
e Potential environmental impacts
e Mitigation measures

Scoping Period:

e Range of project alternatives Nov. 15 - Jan. 10




B Scoping Meetin
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* Scoping meetings - December 8th

e Santa Cruz - First Congregational Church (Noon - 2:30 PM)
e Soquel Creek — New Brighton Middle School (6:30 - 9:00 PM)

* Scoping meeting format:
e Open house
e Presentation
e Comment period Scoping Meetings:




EIR Roadmap Overview

esalination Pr

ty of Santa Cruz and Soquel Creek Water District (scwd?2) Regional Seawa

Spring 2008-Summer 2010 ! Fall 2010 - Winter 2010 1 Spring 2011 - Summer 2011 ! Fall 2011 I Winter 2011 - Spring 2012 Summer 2012

Ongoing Public Participation and Agency Coordination Meetings

Community Marine Issues  EIRScoping  Energy Use Community Draft EIR Public Meetings Community Final EIR
Informational Meeting Meetings Meeting Informational TBD Informational Certification
Meeti Nov. 10 Dec. 8 Winter 2011 Meetings Meetings Hearing/
. . . o Consider Project
Public Participation N Approval
and Public and Agency A
Agency Coordination Scoping Comment Period Draft EIR Public Review
Nov. 15 -Jan. 10 A and Comment Period A A

Input from the public,
stakeholders, elected
officials and regulatory
agencies will be sought
during the entire environ-

The public can provide comments
during the scoping period
(either at the meeting or
submit in writing).

The Draft EIR is released
for a formal public
review and comment
period. Public meetings
are held as a way for the

Respond to public and
agency comments and
refine the EIR based on
comments received
during public review of

Upon completion of
the Final EIR, the City
and the District will

consider approval of
a project.

Public comments are used mental review period. ; i the Draft EIR.
to help define the scope and issues & public to participate.
to study in the EIR. v v v
v
[Environmental Review]
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Prepare Initial Release Initial Scoping Report Prepare Draft EIR Release Draft EIR Prepare Final EIR
Study/Notice Study/Notice of Conduct EIR Technical Final Notice of Determination
of Preparati Preparation Studies/Analysis EIR

Nov. 15

A A

Technical studies will help define the range of

Technical studies will support the EIR analysis
of environmental effects and development
of mitigation measures.

impacts to be studied and facility component

scwd? Technical alternatives to be considered in the EIR.

Studies/Analyses

+ SWRO DesaLiNATION PiLoT STUDY
+ WATERSHED SANITARY SURVEY
+ DiLution Stupy For BRINE DisposAL

+ ScreeNeDp OPEN-OCEAN INTAKE EFFECTS STUDY
+ OFFsHORE GEOPHYSICAL STUDY

+ InTake FEasiBILITY STUDY
4+ ENERGY AND GREENHOUSE GAs (GHG) Stupy

+ PReLIMINARY DEsIGN INFORMATION subject to change




peea

opportunities for Public Input

* Comment during Scoping period

* Attend Scoping meetings

* Comment during Draft EIR public review period

o Attend

e Attend

| Draft EIR public meetings
| Final EIR/project approval public hearings

o Attend

| on-going community information meetings
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scwd? Reglonal Seawater
Desalination Project
* The project consists of 4 components:

» A seawater intake system that would deliver seawater
to the desalination plant

* A seawater desalination plant that would generate
potable water

A brine disposal system that would deliver brine from
the plant to the City's WWTP outfall

e A water supply delivery system



——— .

e e e

“Next Steps

* Join the project email list at www.scwd2desal.org

* Release NOP/IS November 15, 2010

“ 3
* Attend a scoping meeting December 8, 2010 %ﬁ}

* Submit written comments during scoping period
November 15, 2010 - January 10, 2011

* Submit comments to:
Heidi Luckenbach, scwd? Desalination Program Coordinator
212 Locust Street, Suite C
Santa Cruz, CA 95060
hluckenbach@cityofsantacruz.com



Contact Us

® Online: www.scwd2desal.org

* Email: melanies@soquelcreekwater.org

* Phone: (831) 475-8501 ext. 153

* Postal Mail:
Melanie Mow Schumacher, scwd? Public Outreach
Coordinator

Soquel Creek Water District
P.O Box 1550
Capitola, CA 95010



Questions & Answers



